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Relocaing an Existing Rolli ng Sted Fire Door

Rolling sted fire doa manufadurers have occasionally been asked if an existing rolling sted fire doa can be
removed from where it was originally install ed and then reinstall ed onadifferent opening. This Technicd Data
Shed gives resporses to some questions that manufadurers, deaers, code officials, design professonals, and
building owners and managers may consider before such an existing doar is relocated.

1. Istheorigina fire doa label from the approval agency still attached to the bottom bar, intact andlegible,
or origina oversize doa certificate still avail able?
e If nat, it may be difficult or impossble to get the doa approved by the AHJ in its new locaion.
Purchasing a new door may be abetter option.

2. Isthe other opening the same size?
» A fire doa is manufactured for a specific opening width and height. It canna be field modified to fit
either alarger or smaller opening.
* A doa might be &le to be installed ona smaller opening withou being modified if it can be properly
mourted and attached.

3. Isthewall constructionthe same?

* A firedoa may have been manufadured for a specific wall construction and mourting condtion.

* The wall construction where the new opening is located must be in accordance with the listing of the
doa. Some doas — espedally older ones — were gproved only for installation on masonry wall
construction.

» Thewall bdtsused to reinstall the doa must also be in acerdance with the listing of the doar.

4. Isthewall ratingthe same?

* Afiredoa is manufactured with a speafic houly rating. It isnot uncommon for afire door rating to be
lessthan the rating of the wall on which it isinstalled, bu it must be & required by locd codes and the
Authority Having Jurisdiction. For example, a 1% hou rated fire doa is commonly allowed on 2 hou
rated norrmasonry wall constructionif it islisted for such an install ation.

* A firedoa with arating higher than that of the wall is normally acceptable.
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* The Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ) may require the fusible link system to be set up so there ae
fusible links on bdh sides of the wall. If the existing system is nat, additional fusible links and chain o
cable will need to be purchased to set up the new release layout.

* If the origina doa is equipped with orly fusible links to trigger the automatic dosing, it must be
evaluated for acceptability at the new location. Relocaion d the doa may require the doa’s automatic
closing to be triggered by the buil ding’s alarm system with the fusible links being used ony as abad up
to this system. If this is the cae, an approved eledro-medhanicd releasing device will need to be
purchased in arder to reinstall the doa and conned it to the buildings alarm system. Additional fusible
links and sash chain / cable may also need to be purchased to set up the release layout.

» If afire doa is being moved to an opening on a @rridor or certain ather locations, current buil ding
codes may require that the doar also be leakage rated as an air ledkage rated “ smoke doa” assembly.

* In most cases, an existing fire doar canna be field-labeled to comply. Even if the existing doa can be
field-labeled, purchasing anew doa may be abetter option.

6. What isthe condtion d thedoa?

* Depending on the age of afire doa, how well it operates, whether there is damage to be repaired, and
other potential isaues, it may not be worth moving.

» After the doa isreinstalled, it must also be drop-tested successully two times in ac@rdance with the
requirements of NFPA 80.

e The doa must be re-installed a the new locaion per the origina instalation instructions and as
originally required by its listing. Copies of the origina installation drawingsinstructions oud be
available to refer to for reinstallation d the doars. If nat, the doar manufadurer shoud be contaded for
avail ability of such drawings. [NOTE: In most cases, the manufadurer will require the original job
number in order to provide these documents. This may be on a nameplate somewhere on the doar, most
likely onthe bottom bar, or it may be marked in an inconspicuous location such as inside the shed metal
hood, onthe courterbalance shaft or inside one of the end plate brackets of the doar. Chedk to seeif this
number is avail able before mntading the manufacturer for drawings.] The following items are anong
thaose that must be verified:

v Expansion cleaance beneah the guides or above the top d the il
v' Size and type of wall mourting bdlts

v Boalt locaionsin the guide and wall angle slots

v' Type of washers used onthe mourting and assembly bolts

7. What is happening with the exsting opening from which the doar is being removed?
» If the &isting opening is part of a buil ding undergoing demoliti on, nofurther consideration is needed.
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» If the existing opening is part of a building undergoing abandorment, consultation with afire protedion
engineg and the Authority Having Jurisdiction may be needed as to whether the opening can be left
open.

« If the «isting opening is being replaced by another doa with dfferent speafications, the Authority
Having Jurisdiction shoud be consulted.

If the existing opening is being left open and the areas on bath sides of the doar are still under the same use,
afire protedion engineer and the Authority Having Jurisdiction shoud be involved.

8. Istherelocation appovable froma bulding code standpant?
» TheAuthority Having Jurisdiction hes the final authority regarding approval.
* The manufadurer and/or the doa listing agency will li kely need to supply suppating information
relating to the relocation.

In conclusion, it is very important to insped, operate, and dop-test afire door before cmmmitting to move it. It
may aso be necessary to consult with the door manufadurer to dbtain any information that canna be
determined by a siteinspedion. Aswith any fire doar instal ation, doas that are relocated must be installed per
the provisions of NFPA 80.
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