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P
hillip Wesley Doyle, widely 
respected throughout the 
fence and gate automation 
industry for his leadership, 

technical expertise, and positive outlook, 
passed away on May 14, 2026, at the age 
of 63. Doyle died of natural causes while on 
a job site which was fitting for a man whose 
life and career were devoted to the industry 
he loved for more than 45 years.

Friends and colleagues remembered Doyle 
for the way he inspired others. “Your worth is 
not in what you have, but how you serve,” said 
Scott Meckes, retired gate operator and access 
control Master Technician and one of Doyle’s 
closest friends. “That idea describes Phillip Doyle 
more succinctly than anything. He gave freely of 
his time, talents, friendship, and love.”  
 

Background
Born July 31, 1962, in Millington, Tenn., Doyle 
built a distinguished career specializing in 
automated gate systems and founded Phillips 
Automated Gate Service and Fence Company 
more than four decades ago. Over the years, 
he became widely recognized throughout the 
industry as a leader, advocate, and mentor, 
earning numerous certifications and accolades 
through the American Fence Association (AFA) 
and Institute of Door Dealer Education and 
Accreditation (IDEA).

Doyle’s influence extended far beyond the 
jobsite. Known for his commanding speaking 
presence and relatable charm, he regularly 
participated as a presenter at the AFA Operator 
Installer School. “I always left his presentations 
wanting to be a better person,” Meckes said. 
“I still evaluate myself against the standard of, 
‘Would Phillip be proud of me here?’”
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Certification guru
Education and training were a top priority 
for Doyle, illustrated by the sheer number 
of certifications he accrued. Doyle earned 
an IDEA certification for every designation 
offered within his specialty including the 
Automated Gate Operator Installer (CAGOI) 
and Certified Automated Gate System 
Designer (CAGSD). He also acquired the 
Certified Automated Gate Technician Levels 
1, 2, and 3, qualifying him as an Automated 
Gate Systems Master Technician — one of 
only 12 people to earn it.

In additional he earned the American 
Fence Association (AFA) Certified Gate 
Automation Installer and Certified Fence 
Professional designations. His commitment 
to education and safety helped elevate 
professional standards and served as an 
example to others in the automated gate 
and perimeter security industries.

Honorable leader and role model
Meckes said that Doyle always 

encouraged others to take pride in the work 
they performed. In his “Be proud of your 
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DOYLE’S AWARDS AND CERTIFICATIONS
Awards received
AFA Ambassador Award: 2009
AFA Distinguished Service Award: 2015
AFA Hall of Fame: 2013
AFA Outstanding Committee Achievement Awards: Two-time recipient.
AFA Outstanding Service Award. 2023
AFA President’s Award: 2024

Certifications earned
AFA Certified Gate Automation Installer
AFA Certified Fence Professional 
IDEA Automated Gate Operator Installer (CAGOI)
IDEA Certified Automated Gate System Designer (CAGSD)
IDEA Certified Automated Gate Technician Levels 1, 2, and 3, qualifying him as an  
    Automated Gate Systems Master Technician.

Industry involvement 
AFA President: 2006 to 2008
AFA Chair of the AFA Operator Installer School: 2007, 2008, and 2009.
IDEA Automated Vehicular Gate Systems (AVGS) Coalition
Operator Installer School Instructor: Multiple years.
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profession” presentation, delivered at the 
Operator Installer School, Doyle emphasized 
the important role the industry plays in 
protecting facilities, infrastructures, as well as 
people. He said, “As members of the fence and 
perimeter security profession, we’re the ones 
called on to protect the security of those that 
protect us.”

A longtime volunteer and leader within AFA, 
Doyle served as president of the association 
from 2006 to 2008. He also chaired the AFA 
Operator Installer School in 2007, 2008, and 
2009, and served as an instructor, helping 
train and mentor countless technicians 
entering the field. Colleagues knew him as 
someone who was always willing to share 
his knowledge while mentoring the next 
generation of professionals.

Meckes first met Doyle at the inaugural AFA 
Operator Installer School in 2007 and said the 
relationship eventually grew from professional 
admiration into close friendship. “The man 
I was in awe of valued my help and ideas,” 
Meckes said. “Every time we spoke it boosted 
my confidence.” He added that Doyle’s passion 
for education and mentorship inspired many 
others to become more involved in training 
and industry service. 

Awards and acknowledgments
Doyle’s contributions earned widespread 
recognition over the years. He received every 
award and recognition that AFA has to offer 
including an induction into the AFA Hall of 
Fame along with the Ambassador Award, 
Distinguished Service Award, Outstanding 
Service Award, President’s Award, and two 

Outstanding Committee Achievement Awards. 
The Hall of Fame honor recognizes individuals 
who demonstrate decades of leadership, 
ethics, volunteerism, and significant contribu-
tions to the fence industry.

Despite the accolades, friends said 
Doyle remained humble and approachable 
throughout his career. “I don’t think his 
humility ever let him fully understand just how 
many lives he touched,” said Meckes.  

Outside of work
Doyle embraced his personal life with the 
same passion and enthusiasm as he did in his 
professional career. He enjoyed competitive 
cooking, organizing the International Goat 

Days Championship BBQ, and serving as a 
certified BBQ judge. He also participated 
in rodeo and attended college on a rodeo 
scholarship.

Family was central to Doyle’s life. He 
cherished time spent with his wife, Julie, their 
three children, five grandchildren, and friends, 
whether at Disney parks, gathered around a 
smoker, or celebrating the holidays. 

Doyle lived by a principle he often shared: 
“If we weren’t put here to help other people, 
then why are we here?” From supporting 
charitable causes and industry education 
initiatives to helping neighbors and serving 
his church community, he consistently led 
through actions rather than words. 

TESTIMONIALS FROM INDUSTRY PEERS
 
“Phillip was a light in my life and always made me smile.”  – Debra Welhener
 
“I was extremely privileged to have Phillip as a friend and colleague for over 20 years 
while developing educational training materials for the industry. I was shocked and 
saddened by his untimely passing. His friendship and input with the coalition committee 
will be deeply missed and cannot be replaced, but his spirit and wisdom will always be 
with us.”  — Rick Sedivy 

“Phillip wasn’t just a colleague, he was a trusted friend whose integrity, knowledge, 
passion, and willingness to help others raised the standard for all of us. I lost a great 
friend, and the gate industry lost a distinguished professional. He will be missed, 
remembered, and honored forever.” — Tom DeSilvia
 
“He was a force of nature, yet approachable and humble. He was a respected cornerstone 
of our profession, and we will all be worse for his loss.”  — Scott Meckes
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