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Building codes and gates

Editor’s note:

In this installment of the Tech Corner, DASMA Technical Director Dave
Monsour discusses provisions in the I-codes relating to gates and gate
operators — especially new changes approved in May 2026.

Gates and gate operators are regulated by the various volumes of the
International Building Code (IBC) — known collectively as the I-codes —
published by the International Code Council (ICC). The |-codes themselves
do not have the force of law but are only model codes that jurisdictions
make mandatory if and when they adopt them into law. Gate and gate
operator manufacturers and dealers should be aware of a number of new
provisions that will be contained in the 2027 |-codes.

0: What gate-related changes are being introduced in the 2027 I-codes?
Changes are coming to parts of the codes dealing with the construction of
gates, which are intended to make gates safer to use.

0: Do the changes apply to all gates?

No, the changes only apply to gates at least seven feet tall. That category
of gates was considered the most in need of enhanced safety. Imposing
the new requirements on gates under seven feet tall was deemed to be
not justifiable.

0: Why are taller gates more in need of enhanced safety?

Many of the changes relate to protecting against gates coming loose from
their supports and falling over. Taller gates tend to be heavier and present a
greater hazard if and when they fall on people in their vicinity.

0: Do the new provisions apply to manual or automatic gates?
The new provisions apply to both manual and automatic gates.

0: Do the new provisions apply to residential or commercial gates?

Mostly to commercial gates. The residential provisions will be contained in a
code appendix and will thus only be enforceable if the appendix is explicitly
adopted by a jurisdiction.

0: Who asked for these code changes?

The main proponents of the changes were the American Fence Association
(AFA) and Ready, Set, Safe! (formerly the Hummingbird Alliance), with
DASMA as a cosponsor. For more information on the background of the
change requests, see the Summer 2025 D+AS article “Congress introduces
hipartisan gate safety proposal.” The article concerns a proposed federal
law that is a parallel effort to the code changes. For the latest update on
this legislation, refer to this edition of the D+AS Industry Newslines, page
34:“U.S. Senate Committee advances Alex Gate Safety Act.”

0: What exactly will the new requirements entail?

The basic ideas are simple: Slide gates at least seven feet tall “shall be
designed, constructed, and installed in accordance with ASTM F1184,” and
swing gates at least seven feet tall “shall be designed, constructed, and
installed in accordance with ASTM F900.” ASTM F1184 is entitled Standard
Specification for Industrial and Commercial Horizontal Slide Gates, and
ASTM F900 is entitled Standard Specification for Industrial and Commercial
Steel Swing Gates. These two ASTM standards require a variety of items

TECH

LELL [N

DAVE MONSOUR

The I-codes themselves do not have the
force of law but are only model codes that
jurisdictions make mandatory if and when
they adopt them into law.

such as keepers, latches, positive stops, lateral stahility, the gate not
starting in motion due to gravity, etc. Other items, such as limits to
protrusions and gaps, are also covered. The full text of the changes
is available on the ICC website under “Code Development”; (ICC Code
Development).

0: What about automated vehicular gates?

Vehicular gates of all sizes intended for automation are already included
within the I-codes. They need to be designed, constructed, and installed
in accordance with ASTM F2200, Standard Specification for Automated
Vehicular Gate Construction. Additionally, vehicular gate operators need
to be listed in accordance with UL 325. For many years, DASMA members
have been deeply involved with the maintenance of UL 325 and the three
ASTM standards referenced above.

Q: Which codes will contain the new requirements?

The new requirements will be included in various forms in four separate
volumes of the 2027 Edition of the |-codes: The International Building
Code (IBC), the International Residential Code (IRC), the International
Property Maintenance Code (IPMC), and the International Existing
Building Code (IEBC).

0: When will the new changes take effect?

The 2027 I-codes will be published by the end of 2026. Each volume
of the I-codes takes effect separately throughout 2027 or afterward
depending on when it is adopted by a state or other jurisdiction.

Contact us
If you have questions about this topic or suggestions for future content,
please email Dave Monsour at dasma@dasma.com.
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