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THE GARAGE DOOR REIMAGINED:

How powder-coated hardware reflects
a shift toward living, working, and experiential spaces

By Brian Bergman
Regional Director, Titan Home Products

For decades, garage doors were evaluated
primarily by durability, cost, and basic curb
appeal. Hardware was functional, standardized,
and largely invisible to homeowners. Today,
that paradigm is rapidly changing.

Across hoth residential and commercial
markets alike, the garage is evolving from a
purely functional enclosure into an integrated
living space. As homeowners invest more into
how garages look and feel, and businesses blur
the line between indoor and outdoor environ-
ments, design expectations are extending
beyond door panels to include tracks, springs,
hinges, and mounting hardware. One of the
clearest signs of this shift is a growing demand
for powder-coated hardware systems.

The garage as a living space

Many homeowners now have an expanded
view of their garages as not merely a parking
space but a living space. Industry research
shows strong momentum toward expanding
functional living areas, with more than half of
renovating homeowners prioritizing enhanced
outdoor and transitional spaces that connect
interiors to exterior environments.

Economic factors also reinforce this trend.
Converting an existing garage increases usable
square footage, often delivering a strong

return on investment while improving property
value. Whether transforming the space into a
fitness studio, family game room, home office,
or as an ADU, the garage is not just for cars

or storage anymore. The garage has become

a conditioned and occupied living area rather
than just a storage zone, and so aesthetic
expectations naturally rise. Visible mechanical
components like functional door hardware and
tracks become part of the visual experience.

From utility to design element

Historically, garage door hardware was never
meant to be seen. Galvanized finishes priori-
tized corrosion resistance and manufacturing
efficiency rather than visual cohesion. But
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modern architectural trends emphasize clean
lines, minimalism, and material consistency.
Flush panels, glass doors, and contemporary
facades expose interior hardware more than
ever before. Designers and homeowners

are increasingly taking notice when bright
gray metal tracks sharply contrast with dark
architectural palettes.

Powder coating solves this mismatch.
Powder-coated hardware provides uniform
color integration with door systems, improves
corrosion resistance, reduces maintenance,
and enhances perceived quality. Industry
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observers note powder-coated hardware

and tracks as an emerging design trend —
particularly alongside modern flush-panel

and full-view doors where visual continuity is
essential. In many installations, black, charcoal,
and other custom architectural colors allow
hardware to disappear or intentionally
complement surrounding materials.

The influence of indoor-
outdoor living

Another major driver in this trend is a broader
shift toward indoor-outdoor living. Garages
frequently serve as flexible thresholds

by opening to patios, backyards, or other
entertainment areas. Rather than briefly
opening for vehicle access, doors may remain
open for extended periods during gatherings,
workouts, or daily living. The longer people stay
in the garage, the more attention the design
and detail elements receive, making hardware
more visible within the lived environment.

Any unfinished metal component appears
incomplete or inconsistent with carefully
designed interiors. Powder-coated systems
align garage aesthetics with kitchen appli-
ances, window systems, and architectural steel
elements already common in modern homes.

Commercial spaces follow
the same path

Additionally, restaurants, breweries, fitness
studios, fire stations, and mixed-use develop-
ments have been increasingly incorporating
overhead doors in order to create flexible
indoor-outdoor environments for customers
and employees. These openings enhance
airflow, daylighting, and spatial adaptability.

That trend extends to the workplace, with an
increased emphasis on creating collaboration
zones, wellness-focused design, and adaptable
environments. Furthermore, interior designers
are more often incorporating overhead door
elements into short-term, rentable work
environments as hoth aesthetic and functional
features. Whereas some offices have windows
that do not open, these co-op/coworking
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spaces incorporate overhead door designs in
order to provide added flexibility and ventilation.
Door system design directly contributes
to overall brand perception in commercial
spaces. More businesses are heavily investing
in customer experience and are unlikely to
accept mismatched or unfinished mechanical
components in otherwise refined spaces.
Powder-coated hardware provides an industrial
aesthetic that feels intentional rather than
purely functional.

Color as a performance feature

Modern garage doors increasingly feature bold
finishes that elevate curb appeal and align with
contemporary exterior design philosophies.
Standard metallic hardware can disrupt
these intentional design choices. Powder
coating allows manufacturers and dealers to
deliver cohesive systems where every visible
component aligns with the design intent.
Importantly, this shift reframes hardware
from a commodity into a specification design
decision that was not often being asked for a
decade ago.

As garages become conditioned environ-
ments with insulation, HVAC, and finished
surfaces, hardware longevity becomes

more visible to occupants. While aesthetics
drive interest, performance remains critical.
The finish must perform as well as it looks.
Upgraded powder-coated hardware must
improve resistance to corrosion and humidity,
protect against scratches and wear, and
otherwise prolong the lifecycle of the door.

Opportunities for dealers and
manufacturers

For dealers, powder-coated hardware presents
both a revenue opportunity and a differen-

tiation strategy.
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Homeowners

is becoming part of architectural specification
rather than a post-installation consideration.

The future garage

Market projections indicate continued growth
in garage conversions and multiuse structures
driven by housing affordability pressures,
remote work, and changing lifestyle priorities.
As garages evolve into hybrid spaces (part
living room, part workspace, part enter-
tainment venue) the expectation that every
visible element contributes to design cohesion
will continue to increase.

investing tens of
thousands of dollars
into garage conver-

THE GARAGE IS EVOLVING FROM A PURELY FUNCTIONAL
ENCLOSURE INTO AN INTEGRATED LIVING SPACE.

sions or upgrades
expect premium
details. Offering
upgraded hardware packages allows dealers to
position installations as design solutions rather
than commodity replacements.

Manufacturers likewise gain opportunities
to collaborate more closely with architects and
huilders as garage doors move earlier into the
design conversation. The industry is witnessing
a shift similar to what occurred in windows
and entry doors years ago: Hardware finishing
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Powder-coated hardware may seem like
a small detail, but it reflects a much larger
industry transformation. A garage door is no
longer simply an opening system. It is part of
the design element, a lifestyle enabler, and,
increasingly, a centerpiece of how people live
and work. And when the garage becomes
aliving space, every detail, including the
hardware, moves into view. m
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